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[IpencraBenara moKTOpCKa qucepTalus € paspadoreHa B 00110 230 cTpaHuiin, OT KOUTO

209 cTpaHUIM OCHOBEH TeKCT, oubnunorpadus, 52 tadbauuy, 52 rpaduku 1 1Be TPUITOKEHUS.
OCHOBHUSAT TEKCT Ha AUCEPTALUATA CE ChCTOU OT YBOJI, TPH IJIaBU U 3aKIIOUEHHE.

bubnuorpadusra BkmouBa 193 nuTepaTypHM H3TOYHMKA, CBBP3aHM C TeMara Ha

aucepraguiara.

[lenta Ha AMcepTalMsTa € ]a U3CJIe/IBa COLIMATTHUS IPECTUK HA YUUTEIUTE B IpbLIKaTa
oOpa3oBaTenHa cHucTeMa, KaTo ce (OKycHupa BBPXY TOBa Kak TO3HM MPECTHXK ce (Gopmupa,

OCIIopBa UJIN Hpe)le(I)I/IHI/Ipa B CbBPCMCHCH KOHTCKCT.

B cboTBeTcTBHE € LIeNTa HA AUCEPTALIMOHHUS TPY /I ca OPMYIUPAHU CIETHUTE 3aJIauH.
Pazrnexxnat ce BB3MPUATHATA HA YYUTEIUTE 32 CIIOCOOHOCTTA MM Jia YNPABISABAT KJIACHUTE
CTaw, Jla OJIbPKAT aBTOPHUTET U J]a OCUTYpsIBAT eeKTUBHOCT Ha 00ydeHunero. M3cnensar ce
TEXHUTE BIDKIAHWS OTHOCHO aJIeKBaTHOCTTa Ha OOpa30BaHHETO MM W HYyXJaTra UM OT

JOII'BJIHUTCIIHO O6quHI/IC N0 MHOBATUBHU MCTOAMW Ha IIPCIIOAAaBAHC, KaTO CC aHallu3upa



CTENEHTa, 0 KOATO NPO(PECHOHATHOTO Pa3BUTHE € B CHOTBETCTBUE C TEXHUTE POJIU HU
otroBopHocTH. OIEHABAT c€ BB3NPUATHATA HA YUUTEIHUTE 32 TEXHHUs OOIIECTBEH MPUHOC U
MPU3HAHUETO, KOETO IMOJIyyaBaT OT OOIIECTBEHOCTTAa U MEIUHTE, KAKTO U BPb3KAaTa MEXKITY
(UHAHCOBOTO Bb3HArpaXAEHUE U NpodecuoHanHus npectwxk. OLeHsBa ce U MojaKpenara u
IIPU3HAHUETO, MPEIOCTaBIHU OT HWHCTUTYLMOHAIHUTE JIMACPH, MECTHUTE OOILMHOCTU MU
MOJUTHULIUTE, MPEUIaraiKy IsUI0CTHO pa3dupane Ha (GaKTOPUTE, KOUTO (GOPMHUPAT COLMATTHHS

CTaTyc Ha yuurenure B ['bpuus.

Hucepranusita uma Tpu xunoresu: [lo-ronsmara 4act OT TPBIKUTE YUYUTEIU Ce
BB3MpPUEMAT KaTO KOMIIETEHTHH B YIPAaBJICHHWETO Ha KlacHaTa cpeaa, OcoOeHO B
MOAJBPKAHETO HA JUCLUIUIMHA U Ch3JaBAaHETO Ha MOJOXKHUTENHAa ydyeOHa armocdepa;
VYuurenure cMmsATaT, Y€ aKaJIEeMHUYHOTO MM OOyYE€HUE € OCUTYPHUJIO COJHMJHAa OCHOBa, HO
MHO3WMHA TO CMSTaT 3a HEAOCTaThYHO, 3a Ja OTTOBOPH HA JHEIIHWUTE MeJarornyecku
M3HMCKBaHUS U HOBOBB3HUKBAILIUTE 00pPa30BaTEeIHU MpEaU3BUKATENCTBa; Poaurenure ca
ChIJIacHH, 4e (PMHAHCOBOTO BH3HATPAXKICHUE HA YYUTEIHMTE HE OTpa3siBa 3HAYUMOCTTA Ha
oOpa3oBaTenHaTa UM padoTa, KOETO Ce OTpa3siBa HETATHBHO HA COIMATHUS UMUK U TPECTHKA

Ha nipodecusira.

Mertonoorusta Ha AUCCPTAIUOHHUSA TPY A BKJIIFOUBA CMCCCHU METOU. I[I/IcepTaI_[I/I}ITa
CC OCHOBAaBa KAaKTO Ha KAa4YCCTBCHH, TaKa W Ha KOJMYCCTBCHHU JaHHHW, 3a Oda MPEAOCTaBU

OJIOCTCH aHaJIM3 Ha TEMara.

Te3a Ha quCcepTallMOHHUS TPYA €, Ye MPECTUKbBT Ha yuuTeackaTa npodecus B ['bpuus
NpeThbpIsiBa IbJIO0KO mpeneguHupane. Jlokato TpaauLUMOHHUTE (OPMH Ha YBaXKEHHE H
aBTOPUTET ca HaMaJIeJu MOpaad COLMATHO-UKOHOMHYECKUTE MPOMEHH U MPOMEHSIIUTE Ce
00pa30oBaTeIHU IPAKTUKU, OCTaBa OCHOBHOTO IIPU3HAHUE 32 [IE1arOrMyecKaTa 1 00LIecTBEHATa
CTOMHOCT Ha yuuTeNuTe. MHOrO npenoaaBaTey NpoAbbKaBaT Jja YepIisIT MPECTHK OT PojIsaTa
CH Ha MOCPEIHULM Ha 3HaHUS, AONPHUHACAIIM 32 COLMAIHOTO PAa3BUTHE U MOAAPHKHULU HA
0JIarOCBCTOSHUETO Ha YYCHHMLUTE, JOpPM U B YCIOBHMATa Ha HaMalsiBallo OOIIECTBEHO
IpU3HAHUE M MaTepualHu Harpaad. Ta3u Te3a e IpoBepeHa upe3 H3CIe/lBaHe KaKTO Ha
CaMOBB3NPHUATHUATA HA YUUTEIIUTE, TaKa U HA Pa3MHUCIUTE Ha POAUTEINUTE KaTO MPEICTABUTEIN

Ha 00IEeCTBOTO.



Taka popmynupaHuTe 3aIbKUTETHU €JIEMEHTH Ha JIucepTauusara ohopMaT HEWHUS
COIIMOJIOTMYECKH XapaKTep, JJOTHYECKa CBbP3aHOCT MEXK/Yy TEOPETUUYEH MOJIXO0/I U EMITMPUYHO

H3CJICABaHC, CAHOBPECMCHHO U3IIOJI3BAHC HAa KOJIMYCCTBCHU U KAYCCTBCHU MCTO/IU.

JInyHOTO MM MHEHUE €, Ye LeNTa U 3a/1a4uTe Ha TUCEPTAlMOHHUS TPY/l Ca U3IIbIHEHU
npodecronanno. Tpute rmaBu Ha gucepranusita ca J00pe CTPYKTYPHUpPAaHU U JIOTHYECKU
IIOCJICZIOBATEIHU OT TEOPETUYHO KbM eMIupuyHO. [IpencraBsHETO M IJUCKyCHSITa BBPXY
TEOPETUYHUTE HM3TOYHULMU U IPOBEIACHOTO HENPEJICTABUTEIHO EMIIMPUYHOTO H3CIIE/IBAHE
OTrOBapAT HA KPUTEPUUTE 3a MOT00EH POl JOKTOPCKH aAucepTanuu. CUilHa CTpaHa € YMEJIOoTO
ChUETABAaHE HA KOJUYECTBEHM M KAYECTBEHUM METOJU, KOETO € HaMEpWIO H3paKeHUe B
MIOJIyY€HUTE EMIIMPUYHU JJAaHHU U HalpaBeHUTE Npenopbku. JInunusat onut Ha KoHcTaHTHHA
banana karo npenogasaten ¢ Hag 20 TOAMHU CTaK OQPOPMSAT HEMfHATA BUCOKA KOMIIETEHTHOCT

II0 KOHKpETHATa TEMa Ha AUCCpTaluATa.

KOpCKTHO ca IMIOCOYCHU OIpaHHUYCHHA Ha AUCCpTalHATa: FCOI‘pa(bCKI/I, COoMaJIHA
Y4aCTHUIYM, U3TOYHUIM HA JAaHHHU, KAaTO HAIMMPABCHUTC HW3BOJU HC HaJBUIIABAT oOxBaTa Ha

ABTOPOBOTO MU3CJICABAHC.

Karo mpemopbku kbM ObJemiara paboTa Ha IuUcCepTaHTKaTa OUX Mpenopbual Aa

MNPOABIIKU HAYUYHUTEC CHU U3CJIICABAHUATA 10 Ta3W BAXKHA COHMAIHA TECMaA.

3akJiroueHue:

IMocTurHaTHTE Pe3y/ITaTH B AUCEPTALMOHHMSA TPYd, TEOPETHYHATA U eMIIMPUYHA
pa60Ta M0 U3IMMBJIHEHUETO HA JUCEPTALMATA U 3ABBPINCHUAT TEKCT MU JaBaT OCHOBAHUE
na noakpens Koncrantuna Hoannue Banana 3a npuckxaane na OHC ,,JlokTop“ mo
npodecnonanno HanpasJenue 3.1 Counonorns, aHTPONOJIOTHS H HAYKH 32 KyJTypara.

Ille rnacyBam c ,,/IA“ 3a npuroOnBaHe Ha 00pa30BaTeTHATA M HAY4YHA CTeNeH ,,JlokTop*.

C yBaxeHue:
non. A-p Mapuo MapunoB

18 HoemBpu 2025 1.



OPINION
of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mario Marinov
Department of Sociology, South-West University "Neofit Rilski"

Member of the Scientific Jury by order of the Rector of South-West University "Neofit
Rilski" No. 2696 of 29.10.2025 on the basis of the Law on the Development of the Academic
Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria

for the dissertation of Konstantina Ioannis Balala

on the topic "The Social Prestige of Teachers in Greek Education"

For the award of the educational and scientific degree "Doctor",
Professional field 3.1. Sociology, Anthropology and Cultural Sciences,
Doctoral program Sociology,

South-West University "Neofit Rilski" - Blagoevgrad

Scientific supervisor: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Petrana Stoykova

The presented doctoral dissertation is developed in a total of 230 pages, of which 209 pages
are main text, bibliography, 52 tables, 52 graphs and two appendices.

The main text of the dissertation consists of an introduction, three chapters and a conclusion.
The bibliography includes 193 literary sources related to the topic of the dissertation.

The purpose of the dissertation is to examine the social prestige of teachers in the Greek
educational system, focusing on how this prestige is formed, contested or redefined in a

contemporary context.

In accordance with the purpose of the dissertation, the following objectives have been

formulated. Teachers’ perceptions of their ability to manage classrooms, maintain authority



and ensure teaching effectiveness are examined. Their views on the adequacy of their
education and their need for further training in innovative teaching methods are examined,
analyzing the extent to which professional development is in line with their roles and
responsibilities. Teachers’ perceptions of their societal contribution and the recognition they
receive from the public and the media are assessed, as well as the relationship between
financial remuneration and professional prestige. The support and recognition provided by
institutional leaders, local communities and politicians are also assessed, offering a

comprehensive understanding of the factors that shape the social status of teachers in Greece.

The dissertation has three hypotheses: The majority of Greek teachers perceive themselves as
competent in managing the classroom environment, especially in maintaining discipline and
creating a positive learning atmosphere; Teachers believe that their academic training has
provided a solid foundation, but many consider it insufficient to meet today's pedagogical
demands and emerging educational challenges; Parents agree that the financial remuneration
of teachers does not reflect the importance of their educational work, which negatively affects

the social image and prestige of the profession.

The methodology of the dissertation includes mixed methods. The dissertation is based on
both qualitative and quantitative data in order to provide a comprehensive analysis of the

topic.

The scientific thesis of the dissertation is that the prestige of the teaching profession in Greece
is undergoing a profound redefinition. While traditional forms of respect and authority have
diminished due to socio-economic changes and changing educational practices, the basic
recognition of the pedagogical and societal value of teachers remains. Many educators
continue to derive prestige from their role as mediators of knowledge, contributors to social
development and supporters of students’ well-being, even in the face of declining public
recognition and material rewards. This thesis is tested by examining both teachers’ self-

perceptions and parents’ reflections as representatives of society.

The mandatory elements of the dissertation formulated in this way shape its sociological
character, logical connection between theoretical approach and empirical research,

simultaneous use of quantitative and qualitative methods.

My personal opinion is that the purpose and objectives of the dissertation are fulfilled
professionally. The three chapters of the dissertation are well structured and logically

consistent from theoretical to empirical. The presentation and discussion of the theoretical



sources and the conducted non-representative empirical research meet the criteria for this type
of doctoral dissertations. A strong point is the skillful combination of quantitative and
qualitative methods, which has found expression in the empirical data obtained and the
recommendations made. The personal experience of Konstantina Balala as a teacher with over

20 years of experience shape her high competence on the specific topic of the dissertation.

The limitations of the dissertation are correctly stated: geographical, social participants, data

sources, and the conclusions that have been made do not exceed the scope of the author's

research.

As recommendations for the future work of the dissertation candidate, I would recommend

that she continue her scientific research on this important social topic.

Conclusion:

The results achieved in the dissertation work, the theoretical and empirical work on the
implementation of the dissertation and the completed text give me reason to support
Konstantina Ioannis Balala for awarding the educational and scientific degree '"Doctor"
(PhD) in the professional field 3.1 Sociology, Anthropology and Cultural Sciences. I will

vote "YES" for the acquisition of the educational and scientific degree '""Doctor''.

With respect:
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mario Marinov

18 November 2025



